
Chain-of-Lakes School No. 468 1898-

1930 

by Dalton Jones 

In·the North West Territories before the Province 
of Saskatchewan was formed, the only schooling 
there was was done by Missions and the churches 
until the year 1884. 

That year the Federal Government started a 
system of public education. South of the Lakes was 
good ranching country. In the year 1895, Tulloch 
came in from Broadview. The next year, 1896, 
Rattray came in from Saltcoats, others who came 
in were Peters, Christopherson, Thorsons and 
Abbotts. These families were what is known as 
squatters, most of them. They did not own the land, 
but would move from place to place as an area 
started to get settled. 

Tullochs tried to educate their children themselves 
by using relatives. This did not work very well. On 
May 21, 1898, the formation of the Chain-of-takes 
School District took place in Regina. The tract of 
land taken into the district were sections 1, 2, 3, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 in 
Township 32, Range. 9. The School District was to 
be known under the Corporate name of The Chain­
of-Lakes Public School District No. 468 of the North 
West Territories. It was not long until the first school 
was built, a log one with a sod roof, on SW 24-32-
9 W2. 

The first teacher was Miss Stevenson in 1899. The 
next teacher was Mr. Albertson in 1900, then Miss 
Williams, 1901 and 1902, followed by Miss Rattray. 
Miss Williams stayed at Tullochs. She got lost one 
day; was out all night; they found her the next day, 
4 miles from home. The School Inspector in those 
days was Mr. Perrett. The log school was also used 
for Sunday School. The teacher was Hammy Brown. 

There were only two resident ratepayers in 1901 
in the district, and they ran the school. The 
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Commissioner of Education in 1902, appointed 
Walter Tulloch as Official Trustee. On Sept. 1, 1905 
Saskatchewan became a Province. The first premier 
was Walter Scott. When Saskatchewan became a 
Province, prov1s10ns were made for the 
establishment of schools in the Province, subject to 
the control of the Provincial Administration. Also 
a sound Educational system with its centre in a 
Provincial University at Saskatoon was established. 
The settlers first had to petition the Dept. of 
Education for a district. The district had to have 
12 children of school age to be eligible. When 
permission for a district was granted, a School Board 
was formed, debentures were raised for the building 
of the school. 

In the year 1906, Walter Tulloch resigned as 
Trustee. He said there had been no school in Chain­
of-Lakes for over two years and there now were 
enough children in the district to have school again. 
The Commissioner then appointed Henry 
Christopherson of Y orkton as Official Trustee. In 
Aug. of 1907 Christopherson had a bylaw submitted 
to the ratepayers for $800 debentures, for the 
building of the frame school 20' x 24' with 12 foot 
studding and a cloakroom 8 x 8 feet. 

In October of 1907, the Commissioner appointed 
Charles Rattray to hold a ratepayers' meeting to 
elect a Board of Trustees. The meeting was held in 
Decem her 1907. The Board selected were Neil 
Morrisson, Wilfred Jones and Heming Suva. Suva 
was to be the secretary. The School Board was 
authorized on April 14, 1908, to borrow the money 
to build the school. Robert and Willie White built 
the school in 1908 on two acres of land on NW 13-
32-9 W2. The new Chain-of-Lakes School opened
May 1, 1909. The teacher was Miss Ward. Some of
the first pupils were Andrew, William and Theodore
Mikkonnen, Grace, May and Edith Bradley, Harry
Harju, Tena and Lenard Kallio, Annie and Emma
White, Jessie, John and Albert Rattray, Ben, Joe,
Fanny, Mary and Jessie Claughton.

The first Chain-of-Lakes School was the first in 
the Municipality, also had the first Christmas 
entertainment ever held in the lnvermay district. 

The new school was not too warm in winter, there 
was no insulation and a high ceiling. It was heated 
by a box cast iron stove and a round tin heater, 
as they were called. The school had a porch where 
the pupils left their lunch and coats. The first barn 
was destroyed and a new one was built in 1917 for 
anyone who wanted to drive to school. 

In the early days the children were taught from 
48 picture cards, these cards were about 30 x 20 
inches in size. A lesson on each card, was printed 
or written, on each side. When the children finished 
the cards, they got their first Alexandra Reader. 
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Jan./45 - June/45 - Miss Alice Heal 
Aug./45- June/47 - Mr. Bob Doroshenko 
Aug./47 - June/48 - Miss J. McKetsy 
Aug./48 - Dec./48 - N.N. Cherneski 
Jan./49 - (1 month) - Mrs. B. Willis 
Feb./49- Dec./49 - Miss J. McKetsy 
Jan./50 - June/51 - Mrs. V. Nelson 
Aug./51 - June/52 - G.O. Johnson 
Sept./52 - Oct./52 - G.O. Johnson 
Oct./52 - June/53 - Miss Mildred Dreveny (Supervisor) 
Sept./53 - June/54 - Mrs. P. Burgess 
Sept./54 - June/56 - Mrs. P. Burgess 
Sept./56 - June/57 - Mrs. Annie Knight 
Sept./57 - J une/58 - Mrs. Hazel Quallie 
Sept./58 - June/59 - Miss K. Sookochoff 
Sept./59 - June/60 - Miss K. Sookochoff 
Sept./60 - June/61 - Miss Dutka 

Clwin of Lakes Homecoming, 1971. Three of the first 
pupils: May Minhinnick (Bradley), Annie Jones (White), 
Theodore (Tudor) Miklwnen. 
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